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of independent countries, effective with re-
spect to articles entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after 60
days after the date of publication of this proc-
lamation in the Federal Register.

(2) In order to terminate the designation
of Malta, French Polynesia, New Caledonia,
and Slovenia as beneficiary developing coun-
tries under the GSP, general note 4(a) of the
HTS is modified by:

(a) deleting ‘‘Malta’’ and ‘‘Slovenia’’
from the list of independent countries, and

(b) deleting ‘‘French Polynesia’’ and
‘‘New Caledonia’’ from the list of noninde-
pendent countries and territories, effective
with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
January 1, 2002.

(3) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of July, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:39 a.m., July 7, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 10.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Proclamation To
Amend the Generalized System of
Preferences
July 6, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a Proclamation in which

I have determined that it is appropriate to
suspend preferential treatment for Belarus as
a beneficiary developing country under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
because Belarus has not taken and is not tak-
ing steps to afford workers in Belarus inter-
nationally recognized worker rights. The
Proclamation also determines that Malta,
French Polynesia, New Caledonia, and Slo-

venia meet the definition of a ‘‘high income’’
country as defined by the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development and
that therefore they will be graduated from
the GSP, effective January 1, 2002.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks on Dedication of the
President Lincoln and Soldiers’
Home National Monument

July 7, 2000

Well, thank you very much. Hello, every-
one, and welcome to what most people call
the Old Soldiers’ Home, the Soldiers’ and
Airmen’s Home, on this historic day.

I want to begin by thanking General
Hilbert for his leadership here. And I want
to thank Bill Woods for speaking on behalf
of all the residents at the home. He said to
me, ‘‘You know, I stumble a little. I’m not
used to doing this.’’ I thought he did a fine
job.

He told you one of the things that I wanted
to say, which is that the people who live in
this home open amazing volumes of mail—
1.9 million pieces since he’s been at it. A
lot of that mail is mail that very young chil-
dren send to Socks and to Buddy. And you
may know that Hillary actually did a book
on the best letters that children wrote to the
White House asking questions of our pets.
And it would have been impossible to do that
book, and it would be impossible to respond
to those children with the staff we have at
the White House, if it weren’t for the veteran
volunteers here who do this and so many
other things to help the White House work.

I hope one of the things that will come
out of this today is that the people who have
retired after distinguished careers in military
service will finally get some of the credit they
deserve for helping the White House to oper-
ate every single day of the year. And we thank
them all.
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I also think we brought Buddy and Socks
out here today to play. I hope I get them
back before the end of the day.

I would like to say a special word of appre-
ciation to Secretary West for his work with
our veterans. And because of what we’re
doing today, I want to say again how indebted
I feel the country is to Secretary Babbitt and
to those who work with him, especially Bob
Stanton, the Director of the National Park
Service. We make another milestone decision
today under the leadership and with the drive
of Bruce Babbitt. When all is said and done,
I’m not sure America will ever have had an
Interior Secretary who had done so much
good for the natural heritage of America as
Bruce Babbitt.

I want to thank George Frampton, of the
White House, who has done so much to sup-
port this effort. I thank the members of the
DC City Council who are here today. We’re
going to try to raise a little more money to
help you with the continued renaissance of
our Nation’s Capital, and we thank you for
your leadership.

I want to thank Richard Moe, the presi-
dent of the National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation, for all that his organization has done
to protect this site and others like it. The
trust is helping to put places like Anderson
Cottage literally back on the map.

And finally, this is one of the First Lady’s
White House millennial projects, which has
allowed us to honor our past and imagine
the future. I want to thank Ellen Lovell, who
runs that project, and I want to thank Hillary
for the truly astonishing impact this millen-
nial effort has had in our country. Dick Moe
told me on the way up here that we’ve now
seen $100 million divided almost 50/50 be-
tween public and private monies committed
to preserve the great treasures of America,
of which this is one. And I know how passion-
ately Hillary feels about this.

I’ll never forget, I was once reading—a
couple years ago I was reading this biography
of Rutherford Hayes. And President Hayes,
he was one of those Union generals from
Ohio that got elected President—Grant,
Hayes, Harrison, McKinley. After the Civil
War, if you were a Union general from Ohio,
you had about a 50 percent chance of being
elected President. [Laughter] There has

never been any category of Americans that
had such a high probability of being elected
President as Union generals from Ohio be-
tween 1865—or 1868 and 1900.

But anyway, I was reading how Hayes
brought his family up here because the Poto-
mac was a swamp, and the mosquitoes were
terrible, and the heat was unbearable, and
no one could work in the White House. And
I started talking to Hillary about this, and
she kind of nosed around up here. And we
knew about the home because of all the work
that the veterans here do for the White
House. And one thing led to another, and
this became one of our millennial treasures.

But I am very grateful to her and to Ellen
Lovell, because I think that the millennial
projects around the country—and I’ll say a
little more about this later—have really given
a lasting gift to America. So I want to thank
them. I know Hillary wishes she could be
here today.

Now, I understand I am the first President
since Chester Arthur to actually go up and
down the stairs at the Anderson Cottage—
more than 100 years ago. But the place is
very special to America. It has so much of
the spirit of Abraham Lincoln, even though
it has almost been forgotten for more than
a century. It’s not because the people have
forgotten President Lincoln. Last year more
than one million people visited Ford’s The-
atre alone. But barely 100 made it here to
Anderson Cottage, where Lincoln lived and
worked, where his son played and his wife
found solace, where his ideas took shape and
his last, best hopes for America took flight.

In some ways, this cottage behind me is
the most important, as well as the least
known, Lincoln site in the entire United
States. He spent a quarter of his Presidency
at this cottage he called the Soldiers’ Home.
It was, in part, summer days like this one,
that drew the Lincolns here, to higher
ground, where the breeze flows more and
a visitor can breathe a little easier. In 1862,
Mr. Lincoln’s second year as President, he
and Mary packed up and moved the family
these few miles north for the summer. It was
quieter here; it was a place to reflect; and
for them, at that time, it was, sadly, also a
place to grieve for the loss of their young
son Willie.
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It was a place where the President could
sit beneath the canopy of a beautiful copper
beech tree, to go again through the books
of poetry he loved so or drop the books and
follow his son Tad up into the cradle of the
tree’s great limb. That tree is just behind the
cottage here. I saw it when I arrived, and
I walked beneath its canopy just as President
Lincoln did almost 140 years ago. It is still
very much alive, standing proudly and, I
might add now, because it is three centuries
old, it is our last living link to Abraham
Lincoln.

It’s hard to believe we’re just a few miles
from the White House. On a clear day, it’s
close enough to signal by semaphore from
the Sherman Building tower; close enough
to commute. On my short drive here today,
I thought about how Mr. Lincoln used to
come here on horseback or by carriage, up
and down the old 7th Street Pike. His days
were spent in wartime Washington, his nights
and mornings here, not a bad commute by
our standards, but it wasn’t especially safe,
either.

One evening in August of 1864 the sound
of a gunshot sent Mr. Lincoln, who was
riding alone on horseback, scrambling for
home. He made it back here safely, though
his $8 plug hat did not. The bullet passed
through the hat but, thankfully, not through
him. His guards found it along the road, and
they found the bullet hole.

The Soldiers’ Home gave the Lincolns ref-
uge in times of trouble, but not escape. If
anything, being here often brought President
Lincoln closer to the front. The Battle of Fort
Stevens was waged just 2 miles north of here.
Lincoln got on his horse and went to witness
the fight. On another ride, he passed an am-
bulance train, a terrible reminder of the war’s
human cost. And in July of 1864 the able
Confederate General, Jubal Early, got so
close to this cottage that Lincoln had to re-
turn in haste to the relative safety of the
White House.

The war was never far away from him. In
that, I think we see the real significance of
the Soldiers’ Home. For Lincoln came to this
cottage not to hide from war but to confront
its deepest meanings, to plumb its most dif-
ficult truths, to find the solace necessary to
muster the strength and resolve to go on. It

was here, as many of you know, that Presi-
dent Lincoln completed a draft of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, which abolished slav-
ery in the seceding States. When he signed
it, Lincoln said, ‘‘My whole soul is in it.’’ You
can still feel that spirit strongly in the room
in this cottage where he worked.

America knows Monticello, Mount
Vernon, Hyde Park. We come to understand
our heroes not only through their words and
deeds but by their homes, the quiet places
they created for themselves and their fami-
lies. But not enough Americans know about
Anderson Cottage and the truly historic role
it has played in our Nation’s history. We
should, and now we shall. There is fragile,
vital history in this house. Today we come
to reclaim it, to preserve it, and to make it
live again, not simply to honor those who
came before and not only for ourselves but
for generations yet to come who need to
know how those who lived here lived and
made the decisions they made at a pro-
foundly fateful time for our Nation.

Our compact with the past must always
be part of our commitment to the future.
So today I am proud to designate President
Lincoln’s summer home, the Soldiers’ Home,
as a national monument.

I am using the power vested in me under
the Antiquities Act, because conservation ap-
plies not only to places of great natural splen-
dor but to places of great national import.
This cottage, in its way, is just as precious
as a giant sequoia, as irreplaceable as the
ruins of cultures long past, and it is our pro-
found obligation to preserve and protect it
for future generations.

I am also announcing, as part of our part-
nership with the private sector to save Amer-
ica’s treasures, awards of $1.1 million to An-
derson College. Now, we need a lot more,
but this is a good start, one of 47 grants we’re
awarding today, $15 million overall, to fund
preservation efforts across America.

As I said, Hillary inspired this whole mil-
lennial Save America’s Treasures project. We
both look forward to the important work
ahead, to continuing it for the next 6 months
and in the years ahead when we return to
private life. This new round of awards will
reach from Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to
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Central High School in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas; from Ellis Island in New Jersey to the
U.S.S. Missouri anchored off Hawaii.

The Missouri, as some of you may recall,
is where the Japanese formally surrendered,
bringing an end to the Second World War.
We have a gentleman here today who served
on that battleship and witnessed that cere-
mony. Tony Antos, if you’re here, I wish
you’d stand up so we could give you a hand.
Where are you? Thank you, sir. [Applause]

The Save America’s Treasures movement
has already saved the Star-Spangled Banner,
the Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitution and now, Anderson Cottage.
The new steps I announced today, along with
the new funds, will help to ensure that the
Soldiers’ Home is restored to the way it
looked when the Lincolns lived here. Then,
at long last, school children and scholars alike
can tap this precious national resource. And
we will all better understand the life, times,
and legacy of Abraham Lincoln.

Earlier, I said Mr. Lincoln sat beneath the
copper beech tree and read books of poetry,
the works of Burns, Holmes, Whittier. His
favorite poem was called, ‘‘Mortality,’’ by
William Knox. He knew every line, every
word, by heart. He said it so often, people
started to believe he had written it. In a few
moments, when I sign the proclamation es-
tablishing this as a national monument, you
might think of this stanza as a brief medita-
tion, which meant so much to President
Lincoln, and you might think of it any time
we act to preserve our history and our herit-
age for our future:

For we are the same our fathers have
been;

We see the same sights our fathers have
seen;

We drink the same stream, we view the
same Sun,

And run the same course our fathers have
run.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon at Ander-
son Cottage at the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s
Home. In his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen.
Donald Hilbert, USA (Ret.), Director, and M. Sgt.
Bill Woods, USA (Ret.), resident, U.S. Soldiers’
and Airmen’s Home.

Proclamation—President Lincoln
and Soldiers’ Home National
Monument
July 7, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year from 1862 through 1864, Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln and his family left the
White House to take up residence during the
warm weather months at Anderson Cottage,
a home in northwest Washington, D.C., on
the grounds of a site then known as the Sol-
diers’ Home. It is estimated that President
Lincoln spent one quarter of his presidency
at this home, riding out to it many evenings
from late June until early November. The
house and surrounding land are now part of
the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home, a
component of the Armed Forces Retirement
Home, an independent establishment in the
executive branch. This house and its grounds
are objects of great historic significance and
interest.

It was here, in September of 1862, that
President Lincoln completed the drafting of
the Emancipation Proclamation. His second
floor bedroom and much of the rest of the
house are configured as they were when he
was in residence, and original mantels, wood-
work, and windows are retained. A magnifi-
cent copper beech tree under which he read
and relaxed is still growing at the site. It was
also from this house that, in July of 1864,
he traveled 2 miles north to view the battle
of Fort Stevens, during which he actually
came under fire as he stood beside the Union
troops defending the capital. The house has
been designated a National Historic Land-
mark by the National Park Service.

The land was purchased by the Federal
Government through the Soldiers’ Home
Trust Fund in 1851 to establish a home for
invalid and disabled soldiers of the U.S.
Army, the first such attempt to provide for
members of the regular army. The house was
first used as a summer retreat by President
Buchanan from 1857 to 1860, and continued
to be used as such by several presidents, in-
cluding President Hayes from 1877 to 1880
and President Arthur from 1882 to 1884. It
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